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Summary: 
 

Eli Horowitz, Matthew Derby, and Kevin Moffett have created in The Silent Historyi a 
new kind of novel that represents the future of language or, better yet, the downfall of language. 
This novel was written for iPad and iPhone users in order to give these specific users access to 
the story of a new, unusual generation: the Silents. The Silents were born without the ability to 
speak or comprehend language, thus creating fear among the normal, coherent generation of 
humans. The Silents lack normalcy in their lives and can’t comprehend normal human 
interactions. Their lack of need for attention or human interaction has made them test subjects for 
scientists, curiosities for normal adults, and feared by many normal people. However, there are 
also many people in this world who envy the Silents and wish to become like them by observing 
and mimicking their actions. Readers are given access to Testimonials of characters who live in 
this progressive world whom are exploring a world with the Silents and learning to cope with 
these new, unusual people. However, some readers are given access to a wider, more in-depth 
range of mini stories of the life with Silents through Field Reports, which acquire geographic 
exploration to further enhance the story and the experience of life with Silents. Horowitz and his 
team have given readers access to a main story line of the evolution of life with Silents, called 
Testimonials, but also gave users access to further enhancing their experience by seeking out 
Field Reports and engaging with the novel to find the stories that aren’t easily accessed.  
 
Description: 

“The story is presented in two forms: Testimonials and Field Reports. 

Testimonials are presented in the form of oral histories told by characters 
directly affected by the condition — parents, teachers, doctors, cult leaders, faith 
healers, and government officials, with unexpected intersections and unifying 
narratives. The 120 Testimonials provide the central backbone of the story. 

The Field Reports are short, site-specific accounts that deepen and expand 
the central narrative and are written and edited in collaboration with the readers of 
the Testimonials. To access and comprehend a Field Report, the reader must be 
physically present in the location where the Report is set. Reports are deeply 
entwined with the particularities of their specific physical environments — the 
stains on the sidewalk, the view between the branches, a strangely ornate 
bannister, etc. — so that the text and the actual setting support and enhance each 
other. Each of these reports can be read on its own, but they all interrelate and 
cohere within the larger narrative” (Fisher, Contents Magazine) ii. 

Eli Horowitz and his team’s novel, The Silent Hill, is currently complete from the 
theoretical time periods between 2011-2043, which gives access to stories from numerous 
characters throughout this new generation of a world with Silents. Then Horowitz and his team 
grants readers from around the world the opportunity to contribute to the novel by submitting 



their own point of view of life with Silents. However, they have restricted users who want to 
contribute by regulating them to a set of guidelines that must be met in order to become a node in 
this novels interface. Each user then becomes a node in this community where users are only 
granted access to their Field Report by actually traveling to the coordinates where that Field 
Report was written. The Silent History is left with many unanswered questions that can be 
answered throughout time, or simply never answered. Also, the Field Reports can either aid with 
answers to questions that arise from the Testimonials, or just be extraneous information. Some 
people may never gain access to all Field Reports, or even half of them because Field Reports 
have limited access and are harder to acquire. So although the novel is complete through plot 
line, the novel will never fully be complete as long as there are users who are still contributing 
and adding more nodes to the novel. 
For example, in the figures seen below, we can see the nodes and the numerous, different 
contributors: 

• Fig. 1 shows a location of a Field Report in the Santa Barbara area, which can 
only be accessed if the user is within at least 10 meters of that node 
(unfortunately, I wasn’t able to gain access to that specific Field Report before the 
completion of this research report due to lack of an operating vehicle) 

• Fig. 2 shows my personal GPS coordinates while displaying the lack of Field 
Reports around my geographic placement within the novel 

• Fig. 3 shows the numerous Field Reports around the world and the most 
compacted areas containing Field Reports – it also represents the inaccessibility 
of some Field Reports unless the user travels internationally to obtain them 

• Fig. 4 shows the archives page that gives the user access to videos that describes 
the entirety of The Silent History while giving an introduction to the new world, 
i.e. the world with Silents – the videos describe through visual and auditory 
simulation what this new world has become through representation of graphs and 
pictures of brain functions, etc., of the Silents giving the user a clearer 
understanding of what the Silents are, and how they differ from normalcy 

• Fig. 5 shows a screenshot of a Testimonial and what a chapter would look like 
and entail – however, each Testimonial is written from different points of views 
and from people ranging in numerous professions along with those whom desire 
to be a Silent, or aren’t afraid of Silents, and those who are afraid of them. Each 
Testimonial serves as insight to numerous people’s opinions on life with Silents 



 
(Fig. 1 – Field Report node in Santa Barbara, California) 



 
(Fig. 2 –Wi-Fi enabled, location tracking accessibility, my pinpoint displaying the lack Field 
Reports around my coordinates) 
 



 
(Fig. 3 – Numbers of current Field Reports worldwide) 
 

 
(Fig. 4 – Introduction video archive) 



 
(Fig. 5 – Testimonial report aesthetic) 



 
Research Context: 
 

The Silent History is accessed through an iPad or iPhone device – i.e. iOS capable 
devices. It transforms and advances the preconceived, traditional sense of the book and uses new 
interactive, online technology in order for this novel to be read. Although it does come in a 
traditional, physical book format, it aims to enhance the experience of reading through the 
novel’s creation of Field Reports. The experience of reading via traditional book and iPad vastly 
differs because this novel should be read through an online interface due to its locative stories. 
Because of this idea, Horowitz and his team have changed the face of the book and have given 
users an interactive function to engage readers and give them the thrill that people seem to be 
missing with reading. This new form of the novel shows how it is progressing and advancing 
within this new generation and it brings interest to scholars about what the future of reading is 
progressing to, aesthetically and through the utilization of different platforms. In particular, it 
gives access to a whole new concept of what the book has the capacity of becoming. This novel 
brings to sight the revolutionary advancements of the traditional sense of the book. Even though 
time is changing and people seem to be reading books less and less, this new novel has created 
the solution by producing an app that serves as a novel but gives the user a hands-on approach 
and even accessibility to becoming a part of the novel through writing their own Field Report for 
it. It has become a new definition to the future of the book, while still maintaining the 
importance of language and reading. Furthermore, through the central theme of a world without 
language, it supports the larger message of the novel attempting to bring back language with a 
more contemporary approach. 
 This transitions the traditional sense of the novel with a more modern approach by 
allowing different users access to creating a Field Report in order to be a part of the community. 
Because of this new innovative thinking of the novel users are more inclined to read, especially 
because each story, or chapter, is about 500 words long, which corresponds to the decline of 
attention span that technology has created with newer generations. This novel gives the perfect 
amount of story time for each chapter and for Field Reports. 
 
Tech Analysis: 
 

The Silent History consists of 120 different Testimonials that were serialized starting on 
October 1, 2012 until April 19, 2013 and later progressed to Field Reports that have become 
international and can still be added to today.   
 However, the question of offline accessibility becomes prevalent. Wi-Fi is only necessary 
when first purchasing and downloading the novel as an app because the iPad has location 
tracking technology and can geographically place the reader in specific locations. But, they 
aren’t physically able to see a map unless the user has access to Wi-Fi; therefore the reader just 
sees their node placed on a graph of lines that displays proximity to the nearest Field Report 
without showing the physical map itself. This is how Horowitz and his team have figured out a 
way to work in a limited, technology-based era where Wi-Fi is common but not completely 
attainable. They have created a way for the iOS device to track when the reader is moving or 
getting closer to the node without having internet access and gives easier accessibility when 
geographically exploring to discover Field Reports.  



They have also worked with connecting all iOS devices together through an Apple, Inc. 
function called iCloud, which is a tool in all Apple devices that allows Apple users to stay 
connected throughout all of their Apple, Inc. products – i.e. if someone has an iPad, iPhone, and 
MacBook they can be connected through all devices via iCloud. Thus, if the reader doesn’t have 
their iPad and they decide to read The Silent History on their iPhone, they won’t have to search 
for the last place read on their iPad, but rather their iCloud system has made it so that they are 
connected on all interfaces – again, creating easier accessibility to this novel at all times and 
through any Apple, Inc. product the user may have.  
 This enhances the desirability for novels such as this, because it promotes travel and 
exploration, forcing one to physically leave their home and find the extra pieces if they want to 
further enhance their experience and knowledge of the plot line. This novel has created an online 
community of readers and writers through an interactive source that will continuously exist, as 
long as users are contributing.  
 
Evaluation of Opportunity/ Limitations: 
 

The Silent History provides an opportunity to incorporate users into an online novel – it is 
used to change the vision of the novel, while still making reading relevant. This provides the 
ability for readers to interact and gives the novel a more hands-on, 21st century approach to how 
the novel is changing in order to work in this new technology-based generation. However it’s 
function is ironic with the Silents as a new generation of people being born into the world 
without the capacity to speak or comprehend, while The Silent History was produced in order to 
keep language alive through this new form of the novel (which can also serve as the solution to 
the problem of the dying language, a futuristic approach to what we may be destined to).  

However, there are restrictions within all technology-based novel interfaces. Without Wi-
Fi, the user is unable to obtain newly written Field Reports that have been released until they 
obtain them via internet connection, but they do have access to the ones that are already on their 
map, as seen in Fig. 3, because they are essentially connected to the offline database. Along with 
the restriction of a user’s geographic placement: Field Reports are locative stories, users would 
have to be physically around the area where the piece was submitted in order to obtain said Field 
Report.  

Also, if a user is out trying to read as many Field Reports as they can, the likelihood that 
their Apple, Inc. device battery may not survive the longevity of exploration – thus, when the 
battery of the product dies, so does exploring landmarks. This makes the concept of having the 
physical, paperbound book more convenient in times such as this simply because there is no 
battery life span in a traditional book. However, the answer to that solution can be that this novel 
is connected through iCloud, so if the user’s iPad dies, they can immediately open it on their 
iPhone app and they will remain where they left off – and with an iPhone, they at least have 
access to data and the ability to obtain newly released Field Reports (given that the reader has 
both an iPad and iPhone). However anyone without an iOS device – i.e. anyone with a PC/ 
Windows/ Samsung/ Droid – cannot access this novel unless they have the physical, print form 
in front of them. However, then they would only have access to the Testimonials, which leaves 
out a huge portion of the purpose of this novel: the Field Reports. So this novel isn’t meant for 
every demographic but rather those who have Apple, Inc. products only, which therefore limits 
the audience and makes this less convenient than the traditional sense of the book. 



 Even if the user is situated comfortably in a certain area and has a desire to read the Field 
Reports within The Silent History, this task becomes almost impossible unless the user travels 
internationally to gain access to every Field Report. Some users may never have the chance to 
even read half of the Field Reports, thus leaving this novel almost always never completely read. 
However, everyone can read the Testimonials and that in and of itself has enough of a plotline to 
fully grasp the entirety of The Silent History. Even though most people will never be able to gain 
access to all Field Reports, the few that are sought out enrich the novels experience. 
 
Resources for Further Study: 

• Review of The Silent History 
• The Silent History Product Website 
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